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and, swearing by the pure essence of God, said : * Since
Yunas left us, neither rain has fallen nor grass grown, so
that the sheep must be fed on briars and thorns.' His
lordship the refuge of prophecy said: ' I believe them hast
sworn by the God of Yunas.' The shepherd replied:
' Whoever swears in our city by another than the God of
the inhabitants of this world, his tongue is extracted from
his throat.' Yunas queried : ' Since what time has this
religion originated among you ?' He replied: ' Since the
time when the affliction was removed from our people/
Then Yunas asked for a sheep, and, after he had touched
her nipples, milk commenced to flow from them in abun-
dance. The shepherd said: * If Yunas were alive, I would
say that thou art he.' His lordship continued : ' Go and
inform the people of my arrival/ The shepherd replied:
1 The king has declared that he would abdicate royalty in
any man's favour who may bring the news of the safety
and the coming of Yunas, and that he would gird the loins
of service to his lordship. Now, if I bring this information
without any guarantee [for its truth], the people will say
that a shepherd covets tho royal dignity, and they will kill
me.' Yftnas said: * In case of necessity, the sheep which I
have milked and this rock whereon I am sitting will boar
testimony to tho truth of thy words.' Then the shepherd
went to tho city to report his meeting and conversation
with Yunas; the people, however, accused him of false-
hood, and determined to kill the unhappy shepherd. Ho
roplied: ' 0 people, come with, me to tho desert, for I have
an evident argument in favour of my assertion/ He ac-
cordingly led the people to tho spot where he had seen
Yunas, and produced the sheep, the rock being also a
witness in his favour; but the sheep even spoke, saying:
* Yfinas drank of my milk/ The stone likewise confirmed
the assertion of the shepherd [but it is not stated in what
manner]. Therefore the people were astonished, and joy-
fully went in search of Ytlnas, whom they discovered near
the foot of a tree engaged in prayer. When the people met
that exalted individual, they kissed his hands and feet, eon-